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near it; it is not a question of morality, and I hope most of
us feel more pity than blame/'

The summing-up had lasted two and a half hours, and
Curtis had lost his case. A verdict of " Guilty " was
returned, and the policemen were sent to imprisonment in
the second division for eighteen months.

Here was yet another in the long list of police scandals,
or allegations of police scandals, in which Curtis had
appeared. He himself had very decided views about the
conduct and honesty of the police. But he sensed with a
degree of concern that the public attitude to the force was
changing. Confidence was waning, and regrettably there
was a large section of the public prepared to go to any
extremes, even to striking a blow against individuals in the
force as well as the system.